
As you start using the new versions of DevExpress controls (XtraGrid3, XtraEditors3, etc.), you will probably want to convert some of your projects to the new versions as well. To do this you should use the XtraConverter tool which is installed by our setup. This tool replaces all the references to the old assemblies with the new ones, since we have changed the names of DLLs. The link to the XtraConverter is in "Start Menu | Programs | Developer Express Inc.NET.v3 | Tools".

The code itself, however, isn't modified by the XtraConverter. Due to some differences between versions you might encounter some problems or errors that you don't immediately know how to resolve. In most cases your code will compile and work even if you receive "obsolete" warnings. However it's better to update the code and remove such warnings according to the warning hints and corresponding help topics, since the obsolete members can be removed in the future.

This article describes the changes you need to be aware of when upgrading applications.

XtraGrid
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Renamed members
The GetRowGroupDisplayText method has been renamed to GetGroupRowDisplayText. 
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Removed members
The ControlDataSource property doesn't exist any more.
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Custom Draw Events
In the 3rd version the object which contains information about the painted element and is returned by the event parameter's Info property has no Style property. You should use the Appearance property instead.

Now all DevExpress .NET Windows Forms controls use Appearances (the AppearanceObject objects) to customize their look-and-feel. The Appearance objects supersede the View Styles technology that was used to customize the look and feel of the controls in some earlier versions. View Styles are still supported for backwards compatibility.

Example
The previous Style implementation was:

C#
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using DevExpress.Utils;
// ...
private void gridView1_CustomDrawFooterCell(object sender, DevExpress.XtraGrid.Views.Grid.FooterCellCustomDrawEventArgs e) {
   if(e.Column.FieldName == "Freight") {
      ViewStyleEx vs = gridControl1.Styles["customFooterCell"] as ViewStyleEx;
      e.Info.Style = vs;
   }
}
                                    

VB
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Imports DevExpress.Utils
' ...
Private Sub GridView1_CustomDrawFooterCell(ByVal sender As Object, ByVal e As DevExpress.XtraGrid.Views.Grid.FooterCellCustomDrawEventArgs) Handles GridView1.CustomDrawFooterCell
   If e.Column.FieldName = "Freight" Then
      Dim vs As ViewStyleEx = GridControl1.Styles("customFooterCell")
      e.Info.Style = vs
   End If
End Sub
                                    

With Appearances the code above can be rewritten as follows:

C#
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using DevExpress.Utils;
// ...
private void gridView1_CustomDrawFooterCell(object sender, DevExpress.XtraGrid.Views.Grid.FooterCellCustomDrawEventArgs e) {
   if(e.Column.FieldName == "Freight") {
      ViewStyleEx vs = gridControl1.Styles["customFooterCell"] as ViewStyleEx;
      e.Appearance.Assign(vs.ToAppearance());
   }
}
                                    

VB
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Imports DevExpress.Utils
' ...
Private Sub GridView1_CustomDrawFooterCell(ByVal sender As Object, ByVal e As DevExpress.XtraGrid.Views.Grid.FooterCellCustomDrawEventArgs) Handles GridView1.CustomDrawFooterCell
   If e.Column.FieldName = "Freight" Then
      Dim vs As ViewStyleEx = GridControl1.Styles("customFooterCell")
      e.Appearance.Assign(vs.ToAppearance())
   End If
End Sub
                                    

However we recommend you switch from using styles to appearances over time.
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Namespaces
In the 3rd version some classes that contain event data have been moved to other namespaces. In such cases you should manually change the full name of the class that provides data for the event.
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The SelectionChangedEventArgs class has been moved from the DevExpress.XtraGrid namespace to the DevExpress.Data namespace.

Example
Old variant

C#
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private void gridView1_SelectionChanged(object sender, DevExpress.XtraGrid.SelectionChangedEventArgs e) {
   ShowSelection();
}
                                    

VB
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Private Sub GridView1_SelectionChanged(ByVal sender As Object, ByVal e As DevExpress.XtraGrid.SelectionChangedEventArgs) Handles GridView1.SelectionChanged
   ShowSelection()
End Sub
                                    

Now the code should be as follows:

C#
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private void gridView1_SelectionChanged(object sender, DevExpress.Data.SelectionChangedEventArgs e) {
   ShowSelection();
}
                                    

VB
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Private Sub GridView1_SelectionChanged(ByVal sender As Object, ByVal e As DevExpress.Data.SelectionChangedEventArgs) Handles GridView1.SelectionChanged
   ShowSelection()
End Sub
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The InitNewRowEventArgs class has been moved from the DevExpress.Data namespace to the DevExpress.XtraGrid.Views.Grid namespace.

Example
Old variant

C#
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private void gridView1_InitNewRow(object sender, DevExpress.Data.InitNewRowEventArgs e) {
   DataRow row = gridView1.GetDataRow(e.RowHandle);
   row["Quantity"] = 1;
   row["UnitPrice"] = 0;
   row["Discount"] = 0;
   row["OrderID"] = 99999;
}
                                    

VB
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Private Sub GridView1_InitNewRow(ByVal sender As Object, ByVal e As DevExpress.Data.InitNewRowEventArgs) Handles GridView1.InitNewRow
   Dim row As DataRow = GridView1.GetDataRow(e.RowHandle)
   row("Quantity") = 1
   row("UnitPrice") = 0
   row("Discount") = 0
   row("OrderID") = 99999
End Sub
                                    

Now the code should be as follows:

C#
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private void gridView1_InitNewRow(object sender, DevExpress.XtraGrid.Views.Grid.InitNewRowEventArgs e) {
   DataRow row = gridView1.GetDataRow(e.RowHandle);
   row["Quantity"] = 1;
   row["UnitPrice"] = 0;
   row["Discount"] = 0;
   row["OrderID"] = 99999;
}
                                    

VB
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Private Sub GridView1_InitNewRow(ByVal sender As Object, ByVal e As DevExpress.XtraGrid.Views.Grid.InitNewRowEventArgs) Handles GridView1.InitNewRow
   Dim row As DataRow = GridView1.GetDataRow(e.RowHandle)
   row("Quantity") = 1
   row("UnitPrice") = 0
   row("Discount") = 0
   row("OrderID") = 99999
End Sub
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XtraEditors Library

ToolTipController class

Now the Style property returns a DexExpress.Utils.AppearanceObject object instead of a DexExpress.Utils.ViewStyle object.

XtraTreeList
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Renamed members
The ColumnCustomization property was renamed to CustomizationForm.
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Removed members
The GetNodeCellDefaultAlignment and SetOpacity methods have been removed from the TreeList and XtraTreeListBlending classes, respectively.
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XtraVerticalGrid
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Removed members
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The SetOpacity has been removed from the XtraVertGridListBlending class.
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The ControlDataSource property doesn't exist any more.
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